
FARMERS once walked onto show 
lots and fi rst asked how fast the 
sprayer could go. Today, Kevin 

Covey says many ask about precision 
capabilities fi rst. 

“We notice this more each year,” 
says Covey, technical rep for Equipment 
Technologies, Mooresville. “We listen 
and add features and options that do 
what they want to do.”

Equipment Technologies manufac-
tures one product — the Apache self-
propelled sprayer — available in three 
models: the new AS715, the AS1010 and 
the AS1210.

We asked Covey to detail the preci-
sion options available, including price 
ranges. Then we asked for a ride.

Build through packages
First, here are approximate list prices 
for 2009 Apache models, fully equipped: 
AS715, $170,000; AS1010, $195,000; and 
AS1210, $215,000.

“If you just want a base sprayer with 
no bells and whistles, we can build one 
for considerably less,” says Matt Hays, 

Technology options 
multiply for sprayer

READY FOR THE FUTURE: The future is here now in this AS715 sprayer equipped 
with guidance and automatic boom control.

Key Points
■ Most-asked farmer questions today 

center on precision technology.
■ Many companies offer packages you can 

pick from.
■ Choice of sleek guidance systems

enhances sprayers.

president of Equipment Technologies.
All three models come standard with 

a Raven 5000 SCS control console, Covey 
notes. It’s GPS compatible with 10-boom 
section capability and ready for various 
upgrades.

“Next step up is the Raven Envizio 
Pro controller option,” Covey says. “Now 
you’ve got a 6.4-inch color LCD touch-
screen; LastPass pattern contour guid-
ance; and you’re ready for AccuBoom, 
Autoboom, dual product control and 
variable-rate options.”

Add $6,500 if you choose the Envizio 
Pro. Or step up to the Raven Viper Pro 
controller, with all the features of the 
Envizio Plus and more. It’s an $9,100 
option.

Now you’re ready to consider pre-
cision farming features. Start with 
boom height control, at either $5,500 
for Raven’s PowerGlide Plus, or $8,000 

for UltraGuide. About 70% to 75% of 
the sprayers leaving the Equipment 
Technologies factory today are equipped 
with one of these two options. 

Next option is the Automatic Boom 
Shut-off. Control up to 10 boom sections 
automatically, Covey says, leading to 
reduction in overlap. This option adds 
about $1,700.

Finally, maybe you’re ready for auto-
steering. You can order an Apache with 
Raven Smart Trax. Accuracy varies 
based on which receiver system you 
choose. This option runs about $7,300 
and can be added later. “If they’re not 
yet running auto-steering on their 
planter tractor, they likely don’t need it 
yet,” Covey says. 

With all these possibilities dancing 

in my head, I climbed aboard an AS715 
for a “dry run.” The machine was 
equipped with the Envizio Pro, and the 
color screen was easy to read, just as 
advertised. A sophisticated lightbar 
guidance system assimilated into the 
screen made it easy to follow a path. 
Then Jeremy Hurt, in the driver’s seat, 
also set an A-B line.

Even without product in the tank, 
he demonstrated the Automatic Boom 
Shut-off option. The unit could be pro-
grammed to shut sections on and off au-
tomatically.

Overall, it was a smooth ride and a 
peek at technology in action. As one line 
in Equipment Technologies’ advertising 
literature says, “The possibilities are 
endless.”

By TOM J. BECHMAN
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